EDUCATION, IRELAND. 



Copy of COMMISSION for inquiring into the nature and extent of the 
Instruction afforded by the several Institutions in Ireland , established for 
the purpose of EDUCATION. 



G EORGE THE FOURTH, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c. TO Our 
trusty and well-beloved Thomas Franlcland Lewis, John Leslie Foster, William 
Grant, James Glassford and Anthony Richard Blake, Esquires, Greeting : 
WHEREAS an humble Address has been presented to Us, by the Knights, Citizens 
and Burgesses, and Commissioners of Shires and Burghs in Parliament assembled, 
humbly beseeching Us, that We would be graciously pleased to issue a Commis- 
mission, under Our Great Seal, for inquiring into the nature and extent of the 
Instruction afforded by the several Institutions in Ireland, established for the 
purpose of Education, and maintained either in whole or in part from the Public 
Funds ; for inquiring into the state of the Diocesan and District Schools, and the 
nature of the Instruction there given ; for ascertaining whether any and what 
Regulations may be fit to be established with respect to the Parochial Schools, and 
for reporting as to the measures which can be adopted for extending generally to 
all classes of the People the benefits of Education : Know ye, that We reposing 
great trust and confidence in your intelligence, discretion and diligence, have 
authorized and appointed, and by these Presents do authorize and appoint you, 
the said Thomas Franlcland Lewis, John Leslie Foster, William Grant, James 
Glassford and Anthony Richard Blake, to inquire into the nature and extent 
of the Instruction afforded by the several Institutions in Ireland, established for the 
purpose of Education, and maintained either in whole or in part from the Public 
Funds ; to inquire also into the state of the Diocesan and District Schools in 
Ireland, and the nature of the Instruction there given ; to ascertain whether any 
a.nd what Regulations may be fit to be established with respect to the Parochial 
Schools in Ireland, and to report as to the measures which can be adopted for 
extending generally to all classes of Our People of Ireland the benefits of Education. 
And for the better discovery of the truth in the premises, We do by these 
Presents give and grant to you, or any one or more of you, full power and authority 
to call before you, or any one or more of you, such persons as you shall judge 
necessary, by whom you may be the better informed of the truth in the premises. 
And We do further, by these Presents, give and grant to you, or any one or more 
of you, full power and authority to inquire of the premises, and every part thereof, 
by all lawful ways and means whatsoever, within all parts of Our United Kingdom. 
And We do further, by these Presents, give and grant unto you, or any one or more 
of you, full power and authority, where the same shall appear to be requisite, to 
administer an oath to any person whatsoever, to be examined before you or any 
one or more of you, touching or concerning the premises. And we do further, 
by these Presents, give and grant to you or any one or more of you, full power and 
authority to cause all persons to bring and produce upon oath, before you or any 
one or more of you, all and singular records, books, papers and other writings 
touching the premises, and which shall be in the custody of them or any of them. 
And Our further will and pleasure is, that you or any three or more of you, upon 
due inquiry into the premises, do propose and reduce into writing, and submit to 
Us such Regulations as you may think fit to be established respecting the matters 
aforesaid, and particularly respecting the Parochial Schools, and do certify to Us 
from time to time under your hands and seals, your several proceedings as the 
same shall be completed ; and do within the space of two years after the date of 
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these Presents, or sooner if the same can reasonably be, certify unto Us in like 
manner the whole ol your Proceedings under and by virtue of these Presents 
such^noidrl 11 you ., shall , iin , d “filing or concerning the premises upon 
Pr 7 ° q J . as afore f 1 !' d - And we further will and command, and by these 
and That* vnfn thatt ^ s0ur . Commission shall continue in full force and virtue; 
and that you, Our sa,d Commissioners, or any three or more of you, shall and mav 
t ‘“"l Proceed in the execution thereof, and of ever/ matter and thing 
MmrnZT though the same be not continued from ' time to time by 
adjournment. And we hereby command all and singular Our Justices of the 
Peace, Sheriffs Mayors, Bailiffs, Constables, Officers, Ministers, and all other 

a°s"tIn/tovou and 38 T“ within libertles as that they be 

ZlrZ w T d / y °^ ,n the execu tion of these Presents. In witness 

hereof We have caused these Our Letters to be made patent. Witness Ourself 

Our Reg!” 6 “ W *"™**’ tha Fourteenth day of June, in the Fh?h yem S 
By Writ of Privy Seal. 

SCOTT. 



I certify this to be a true Copy, 

Whitehall, 1 

24th June 1 824. J Ilobhouse „ 
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